


 

 

made significant contributions to the repertoire, producing an arrangement of “Out of this World” 
and his own “Couldn’t Love, Couldn’t Cry.”  
 
The CJO’s Swingin’ at the Southern series continues March 14-18, 2007, with a tribute to Miles 
Davis through the expressive stylings of renowned trumpeter Terrell Stafford and Grammy-
nominated bassist, composer and conductor John Clayton. 
  
Single tickets ($35-48) for the Feb. 14-18 concerts are available for purchase online at 
www.jazzartsgroup.org or from the Jazz Arts Group ticket office at 614.294.5200. Student Rush $10 
tickets (valid college ID required) and Be-Bop Balcony $5 tickets (ages 6-18) are available at the 
door. A complete schedule of the CJO’s offerings can be found at www.jazzartsgroup.org.   
 
The Columbus Youth Jazz Orchestra (CYJO) will perform at 1:00pm on Sunday, Feb. 18, prior to the 
matinee performance of Big Band Time Machine. The CYJO performance is free for all Sunday 
matinee ticket holders. 
 
More About Gerald Wilson 
 
Wilson began his career by joining the musicians’ union and performing as a professional trumpet 
player. After several years in the popular Jimmie Lunceford band and a brief period in the U.S. Navy 
during World War II, Wilson traveled to Los Angeles to play trumpet and write for Benny Carter and 
Les Hite. Not long after, he established the Gerald Wilson Jazz Orchestra, receiving critical and 
popular acclaim throughout New York City.  
 
Despite the orchestra’s growing popularity, Wilson disbanded the ensemble in 1947, giving himself 
the time he desired to sharpen his composition and orchestration skills. As he studied, he continued 
to perform with the ensembles of Count Basie and Dizzy Gillespie. Throughout the late 1940s and all 
through the 50s, Wilson wrote and arranged for various jazz and popular music stars, including the 
great Duke Ellington.  
 
Wilson’s discography includes his most recent CD from MAMA Records, Theme for Monterey, which 
garnered two Grammy nominations for Best Large Jazz Ensemble Performance and Best Original 
Composition for the tune “Romance.” Other recordings include the Gerald Wilson Orchestra’s State 
Street Sweet, also from MAMA Records, and New York, New Sound under the Mack Avenue label.  
 
Throughout his boundless career, Wilson has dedicated himself to sharing his experiences and 
enthusiasm with others. From hosting a daily jazz program on Los Angeles’ KBCA to his four 
decades spent teaching jazz history at the collegiate level, Wilson continues to educate and inspire 
his diverse audiences. 

 
### 

 
The Columbus Jazz Orchestra (CJO) is the flagship ensemble of the Jazz Arts Group (JAG), America’s 
oldest arts organization dedicated to the presentation of jazz. The CJO—which performs over 40 
concerts each season—is considered one of the finest jazz orchestras in the world and consists of 
musicians who are nationally and internationally known as performers and educators.  
 
The Jazz Arts Group receives ongoing support from the Ohio Arts Council, the Greater Columbus Arts Council, 
and The Columbus Foundation.  


