


 
Described as having a “nuclear reactor where her vocal chords should be,” contralto Kathy Wade has 
stunned audiences throughout the world with her passion for authentic, fiery jazz. Wade has 
performed at the Kennedy Center with Lionel Hampton and opened for such notable artists as 
Dionne Warwick, Nancy Wilson, Diane Schuur, Shirley Horn, Kenny G, Whitney Houston, David 
Sanborn and Al Jarreau. Highly regarded for her musical talent and commitment to arts education, 
Wade has been honored with numerous awards, including 2004 City Beat “CEA Best Jazz Artist” and 
Cincinnati Enquirer “Woman of the Year.” 

### 
 
The Jazz Arts Group advances America’s musical art form through performance, education, support of 
professional musicians and by commissioning new works. The Jazz Arts Group receives ongoing support from 
the Ohio Arts Council, the Greater Columbus Arts Council, and The Columbus Foundation.  
 
The mission of The King Arts Complex is to enrich and improve the quality of life in our community and 
society, creating enhanced understanding and harmony by preserving, presenting and fostering the 
contributions of African Americans through creative expression and education. 
 


