


More about Terell Stafford

Known for his vibrant sound and lyrical melody, Terell Stafford has established himself as one of the
foremost artists on today’s jazz scene. From the time he first picked up the trumpet at age 13,
Stafford felt drawn to the jazz genre, even though he began his studies in classical music. Having
played with the school jazz band at the University of Maryland, Stafford soon had the opportunity
to meet Wynton Marsalis, who advised Stafford to study with William Fielder at Rutgers University.

Throughout the next several years, Stafford developed his musical talents by performing with Bobby
Watson’s group, Horizon, an experience which eventually led to his joining McCoy Tyner’s Latin
All-Star Band. Stafford has also performed with such renowned ensembles as Benny Golson’s Sextet,
the Frank Wess Quintet, the Jimmy Heath Big Band and the Jon Faddis Orcehstra. He has made
television appearances on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno and You Bet Your Life with Bill Cosby,
and he has also performed as a guest artist with the Billy Taylor Trio on National Public Radio’s
Billy Taylor’s Jazz at the Kennedy Center.

Stafford has recorded four albums as a leader and can be heard as a sideman on more than 40
recordings. A former faculty member at the Juilliard Institute of Jazz Studies, Stafford currently
holds the position of Director of Jazz Studies at Temple University in Philadelphia and is a clinician
for the esteemed Vail Foundation in Colorado and Jazz at Lincoln Center’s Essentially Ellington
program.

More about John Clayton

John Clayton is one of today’s most accomplished jazz musicians, fulfilling the roles of bassist,
composer, arranger, conductor and teacher with equal mastery and genius. With early classical
training and studies at Indiana University, Clayton went on to successive tours with the Monty
Alexander Trio and the Count Basie band, as well as a five-year post as principal bassist with the
Amsterdam Philharmonic Orchestra.

Clayton formed the Clayton-Hamilton Jazz Orchestra in 1985 with his brother and saxophonist Jeff
Clayton and drummer Jeff Hamilton, and the orchestra served as the in-residence ensemble for the
Hollywood Bowl jazz series from 1999 to 2001.

Clayton has written and arranged music for Diana Krall, DeeDee Bridgewater, Natalie Cole, Milt
Jackson, Nancy Wilson, Quincy Jones, Regina Carter and others, and has been commissioned by the
American Jazz Philharmonic, the Iceland Symphony, the Carnegie Hall Big Band, the WDR Orchestra
and the Columbus Jazz Orchestra, among others. He has served as musical director for several jazz
festivals, including the Sarasota Jazz Festival and the Santa Fe Jazz Party, and, as artistic director
for the Vail Jazz Workshop, selects talented students from across the country for an intensive week
of learning jazz.
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The Columbus Jazz Orchestra (CJO) is the flagship ensemble of the Jazz Arts Group (JAG), America’s
oldest not-for-profit arts organization dedicated to producing, performing and promoting jazz. The
CJO—which performs nearly 50 concerts each season—is considered one of the finest jazz orchestras
in the world and consists of musicians who are nationally and internationally known as performers
and educators.

The Jazz Arts Group receives ongoing support from the Ohio Arts Council, the Greater Columbus Arts Council,
and The Columbus Foundation.



