


 

More about the Guest Artists 
 
Kelly Crum Delaveris 
Kelly Crum Delaveris has been a regular on the central Ohio music scene since she graduated from 
Upper Arlington High School. Her early music education came from her father's record collection, 
containing Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan, Anita O'Day and Carmen McRae. An extraordinary 
singer, Delaveris has performed with the CJO, the Columbus Symphony Orchestra and as the opening 
act for Tony Bennett, Joan Rivers, Sarah Vaughan and Buddy DeFranco. Delaveris also performs 
regularly with her own group, Brasileira.  
 
Dick Mackey 
Columbus native Dick Mackey has been singing the American popular songs he loves for many 
years. Mackey brings a wealth of experience and joy to every song he sings, whether as a featured 
vocalist with the Columbus Jazz Orchestra, the Cleveland Jazz Orchestra or The New Remnants 
Dance Orchestra. Mackey's musical artistry was featured in Columbus Monthly magazine, in which 
writer T.C. Brown referred to Dick's onstage persona as "an engine of lightness and energy." Energy, 
indeed, is what Dick brings to his passionate crusade to increase awareness of American popular 
song.  
 
Mary McClendon 
Mary McClendon made her mark on the central Ohio jazz scene, beginning in the late 1970s. Her 
smooth vocals and scat singing have made her an audience favorite, as she has shared the stage with 
many jazz greats – Benny Carter, Louie Bellson, Clark Terry, Harry “Sweets” Edison and Sarah 
Vaughan to name a few. A native of Columbus, McClendon has often worked with the Jazz Arts 
Group as a vocalist, and she continues to build her resume to include acting, gaining roles in movies 
such as The Jesse Owens Story. 
 
Milt Ruffin 
Musician and educator Milt Ruffin was born into a musical family and has been immersed in the 
music of the church since childhood. Ruffin currently serves as chorus director at the New Salem 
Baptist Church, in addition to his position with the Columbus Public Schools as principal and 
director of the Ft. Hayes Metropolitan Education Center. Ruffin, along with his wife, has served as 
the artistic director for the annual Gospel Meets Symphony concert and as a guest artist with the 
Columbus Jazz Orchestra for the gospel/jazz concert entitled Seven Steps to Heaven. Ruffin has 
performed as a bassist with artists including Lou Rawls, Rusty Bryant, George Clinton and Rick 
James. 

 
### 

 
The Columbus Jazz Orchestra (CJO) is the flagship ensemble of the Jazz Arts Group (JAG), America’s 
oldest not-for-profit arts organization dedicated to producing, performing and promoting jazz. The 
CJO—which performs nearly 50 concerts each season—is considered one of the finest jazz orchestras 
in the world and consists of musicians who are nationally and internationally known as performers 
and educators.  
 

The Jazz Arts Group receives ongoing support from the Ohio Arts Council, the Greater Columbus Arts Council, 
and The Columbus Foundation.  


